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experience in program develop-
ment, fundraising and organiza-
tional capacity building, brings
nearly 15 years of experience to
the Alexandria Red Cross.

Bishins’ immediate focus will
be on managing the internal oper-
ations and planning and executing
a strategic direction for the organ-
ization.  She brings a proven track
record of creating infrastructure
and executing strategic communi-
cations and management strate-
gies. Bishins will build on the
chapter’s exceptional service deliv-
ery and community resources to
bring the organization to the next
level.

Bishins was the Deputy

Director of the YWCA of Greater
Miami, where in conjunction with
Executive Director and Board of
Directors, strategically grew budget
and service delivery of the organiza-
tion from $4.7 million to $7.9 million.
She left the Miami YWCA to become
the first Regional Director for the
YWCAs of the Southeast Region. In
this role she created a strategy for
staff development resulting in a 200
member conference, implemented a
program to assure all Southeast
Region associations advanced their
technology systems, and she devel-
oped a peer review assessment tool to
ensure quality delivery of YWCA
Hallmark programs. 

Pet Emergency Plan

The Alexandria Chapter of the
American Red Cross is proud to
announce that Lissette Sanchez
Bishins has joined the organization
as Executive Director. Bishins, a vet-
eran non-profit administrator with

The Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria is a committed partner
in assisting with local Emergency
Preparedness efforts. On the
national average, approximately
60% of households have at least
one pet, and 30% of this number
have at least one additional pet.
Hurricane Katrina showed us that
in many instances, pet-owners
that lacked appropriate emer-
gency plans jeopardize their own
lives to avoid abandoning their
companion animals. 

Together with the City of
Alexandria Office of Emergency
Management, AWLA developed a
“Pet Emergency Preparedness
Plan” to help teach Alexandria
pet-owners the importance of

developing and
maintaining
emergency
plans for every-
one in the fami-
ly – pets includ -
ed!

The City of
Alexandria also
recently
acquired a trailer for pet emergency
sheltering supplies and is in the
process of working with the Animal
Welfare League of Alexandria and our
Alexandria Chapter to developing
plans for co-located human and pet
emergency sheltering.  

In addition to these efforts, the
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New Partnership
May 1st marked the start of an exciting partnership between the
Alexandria and Arlington Chapter Emergency Services and
Health and Safety programs! The two chapters have developed a
formal collaboration, with Emergency Services staff Tom Oostdyk
and Dawn Kuras and Health and Safety staff Gina Gunn, Pam
Brandon and Didi Malovic now serving as shared employees
between the two locations. Considering their close proximity, sim -
ilarities in community responses and rising operational costs, the
chapters created this initiative as a way to increase efficiency and
effectiveness in service to both jurisdictions. This collaboration
will also help provide additional opportunities for training,
response and team-building among our volunteer staff. Starting
this partnership between the the two chapters will allow for
Health and Safety’s class sizes to grow, while giving more resi-
dents the oppurtunity to become educated in First Aid, CPR, and
how to operate an AED (automated external defibrillator). Our
Alexandria Chapter looks forward to working more closely with
our Arlington neighbors in this effort!

International Voices
On January 23, 2008 Voice of
America (VOA) broadcast a six
minute public service announcement
across all of Africa featuring an
interview conducted at the
Alexandria Chapter. The purpose of
the broadcast was to educate
Africans regarding the Red Cross’
tracing and Red Cross messaging
services which enable families that
have become separated as a result of
war or civil unrest to restore contact.
VOA came to the Alexandria Chapter
to interview Samuel Mansaray,
whom the Chapter had assisted in
reconnecting with his wife and two
daughters back in Sierra Leone
through the Red Cross’ tracing serv-
ices. VOA also interviewed Christa
Lyons, the Chapter’s volunteer
Director of International Services.
Christa Lyons and Ann Kelly, one of
the Chapter’s International Services
Caseworkers, had worked with
Samuel Mansaray, and the Sierra
Leone Red Cross, for several months,
to trace Samuel’s wife and two
daughters back in Sierra Leone. On

August 6, 2007 Samuel’s family
joined him in the United States. 

Without the Red Cross, Samuel
would never have found his family
and his story may not have had the
happy ending it did. Samuel’s
reunification story was featured in
the Chapter’s newsletter last fall.

Also joining the Alexandria
Red Cross are Kelly Mullen,
Director of Financial Development,
Gina Gunn, Director of Health and
Safety, and Dawn Kuras, Director of
Emergency Services. All of the new
directors come to the Alexandria
Chapter from other Red Cross chap-
ters around the country. Before
moving to Northern Virginia,  Kelly
Mullen worked in the development
office of the local Red Cross Chapter
in Winston-Salem, NC where she
started a new Student Heroes
Campaign that involved the local
youth in the Red Cross' programs.
Dawn Kuras served as the Evacuee
Relief Coordinator for the Arlington
Diocese "Partners in New Hope"
hurricane relief project after the
onset of Hurricane Katrina. And last
but not least,  Gina Gunn whose
previous position supported Texas
Chapters with on-site assessments,
chapter operations support and
financial analysis with a focus on
Preparedness, Health and Safety
Services.   The Alexandria Red Cross
is pleased to have all these new
faces on board to bring exciting new
strategies to improve the chapter.

New Faces

Distaster Team Collaboration On May 31st members of the
Alexandria Disaster Action Team (DAT) joined the Arlington
crew for a shelter exercise. This exercise helps our volunteers
and staff prepare for a large scale emergency, so we can pro-
vide the best quality of care to the community in times of need.
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Chapter Events
MARK YOUR 
CALENDAR

Rhapsody in Red
Palm Springs in March was aper-

fect reason to get together and cele-
brate the Red Cross and all that it is
doing for the City of Alexandria. The
guests of the gala were invited to
“Come Fly Away” to an elegant
evening of dinner, dancing, and cele-
brating the Red Cross. 

Sponsored by ETS, the fourth
Rapsody in Red event was a hit Baby!
215 guests were in attendance for the
gala that took place the evening of
March 29, 2008 - in the historic ter -
minal A of the Ronald Reagan

27th Annual Waterfront Festival
For twenty-seven years, the

Alexandria Red Cross Waterfront
Festival has been celebrating this
Chapter's service to the commu-
nity and during the weekend of
June 14 and 15, 2008, over
35,000 patrons converged on
Alexandria's historic waterfront.
Attendees were given the chance
to enjoy outstanding musical
entertainment, great food, carni -
val rides for all ages, a beautiful
tall ship, and unique arts and
crafts. 

While storms blew through
Oronoco Bay Park on Saturday
afternoon, it did not rain on our
parade! The storm actually pro-
vided an opportunity for
Alexandria Red Cross Disaster
Action Teams to go into action

Washington National Airport.
With a decor that was meant to

remind you of swaying palms in a cool
desert breeze and sitting poolside with
the Rat Pack in the 60’s, guests were
invited to eat, dance, and participate
in live and silent auctions with a wide
variety of items. Red Apple Auctions
auctioneer, Sherry Truhlar used her
engaging style to encourage attendees
to bid on each and every one of them!

The evening concluded with danc-
ing to the Jack Diamond Band!

and relocate patrons to emergency
shelter in place facilities.     

Saturday night, local bands
including Virginia Coaltion, The
Smithereens, and Toad theWet
Sprocket entertained the crowds
topped off with a beautiful fireworks
show out over the water!

Sunday was enormously more
successful than in years past, with

children’s entertainers gracing the
stage to celebrate Father’s Day. A
sunny day welcomed Ralph’s World
from PlayHouse Disney, singing to
families in the morning with Little
Feat wrapping up the event later that
evening.

Thank you to our sponsors, 382
volunteers and patrons for another
successful fundraiser festival. 

Friendship Firehouse Festival
Aug. 2 Saturday 9am - 2pm

Volunteer Reception
Sept. 2008

Red Cross Brunch
Nov. 2 Sunday 
Tempo Restautant on Duke Street
will be hosting a brunch for the
Red Cross where a percent of all
profits will go to the chapter

Rhapsody in Red
Feb. 28, 2009 Saturday 7pm
Save the date for next year’s gala.

Donate Blood
The Alexandria Chapter hosts two
blood drives each month on the
second Thursday from 9:30am-
3:30pm and the last Tuesday from
1:30-8:00pm. Call 800.448.3543
to make your appointment today.
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E-Newsletter
Have you seen the Alexandria Red
Cross’ new E-Newsletter lately? In
April, the chapter launched a new
monthly E-Newsletter to keep you
informed of what is happening at the
chapter. Sign up online at the chap-
ter’s website

Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria’s “Safekeeping” program
provides support for individual emer -
gencies in our community. If a City of
Alexandria resident experiences a
health or housing crisis (i.e. unex-

Alexandria Red Cross
123 North Alfred Street
Alexandria, VA 22314
PHONE (703) 549-8300
FAX (703) 683-6743
INFOALEXANDRIA@USA.REDCROSS.ORG

WWW .ALEXANDRIAREDCROSS.ORG

Pet Plan

Our Mission

The American Red Cross, a humanitarian
organization, led by volunteers and guid-
ed by its congressional charter and 
the fundamental principles of the
International Red Cross Movement, 
will provide relief to victims of disaster
and help people prevent, prepare for, 
and respond to emergencies.
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pected hospitalization, house
fire), the AWLA can shelter pets
on a short-term basis, giving the
affected pet-owners time to make
other arrangements. This is a
great resource for our Disaster

Action Team when responding
to disaster incidents involving
pet owners – as well as our
community at large!
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www.alexandriaredcross.org to
start receiving the e-newsletter
today. Also while you are online,
check out the chapter website’s new
look and sign up for a health and
safety class online, a feature
launched in June!


